Central Coast Home Vintners’ Association

August 2022
President’s Message
Greetings CCHVA,

Join our journey,
Jennifer Jeffries
CCHVA President

Summer Picnic
Well our Summer Picnic has come and gone and what an event it was! Nestled under the
majestic oak at Los Alamos Park, over 50 CCHVA members and their guests enjoyed perfect
weather and a fun filled afternoon of delicious appetizers and homemade wine before a hearty
Santa Maria style BBQ cooked by our own Grill Masters Jim Ford and Jim Bentivegna.
Our raffle was once again a huge success with Katherine Carbone selling tickets to all who
were interested. Thank you to everyone who bought a ticket and especially to those that
donated prizes, put together the baskets, and supplied the wine.
The ‘People’s Choice’ awards for Best White/Rose’ and Best Red wines had so many entries
this year it was difficult to pick a winner, but organizer Claire Shoemaker was able to count up
all the tickets and the following individuals came up on top:
White/Rose WInes
Gold
Silver
Bronze

Bill O'Neill
Russell Houston
Jennifer Jeffries

2020 Syrah Rosé
2021 Gewurztraminer
2021 Rosé of Pinot Noir

Amit Sen
Chris Merz
Jennifer Jeffries &
Aaron Farley

2019 Red Blend
2019 Cabernet Sauvignon.
2020 Sangiovese

Red Wines
Gold
Silver
Bronze.

Many thanks to ALL who participated in set-up, serving, and clean-up and any other task I may
have forgotten. We can’t make these events happen each year without all your help.

Grape Co-op Last Call
As I am sure you are all aware, the Grape Co-op list is now published on our website and
payment by September 1st is necessary. Jim Ford ( pjford412@verizon.net or 805-925-3890)
is once again our club’s Go-To Guy for this most important task so if you are late on your order,
or need to get your payment in, talk to Jim ASAP or you will miss out on making wine for the
entire year.

End of Crush Celebration
I am happy to announce that we have a date and place for our End of Crush Celebration.
Thank you to Donna and Jerry Lucido for volunteering to host our crazy band of winos this
year. The theme and/or time is not set as of yet, but we now have a ‘save the date’ you can
put on your calendars. November 5th, and this will be the last event for the year so be sure to
attend.

Thursday Q&A
As we head into another Crush, I am struck by how fortunate I am to live where I do and how
much I have learned from many of you while making wine these past 17 years. I find book/
web learning is one thing but actually sharing information face to face and doing the steps
necessary to make a great wine is where the real value lies. So I propose to try something
new this year that I think will be of value to both our newbies and experienced wine makers
alike.
If you have ever been to my house during Crush you know that Casa Carbone becomes a
small scale winery. I’ve got the vineyard out back with 2 grape varieties that need to be
assessed weekly to determine when to pick. Later on I’ll have full size bins and smaller
fermenters (garbage cans) with actively fermenting grapes in the garage. The wine cellar will
have tanks and kegs working my White and Rose’ wines. But each step of the process takes
thought, preparation, and specific action. I rarely run into problems because I put a lot of
thought into my wine plans each year and know what I need to do to allow those wonderful
grapes to become the best wines they can possibly be. But developing Talent takes Time.
So what I propose is this…..
For anyone that’s interested, every Thursday at 5PM from CCHVA’s first pick to our last press,
let’s meet at my house and share our experiences. Right now we can share our wine plans
and discuss what is necessary to have an optimal experience. I can show our newer farmers
how to measure for optimal ripeness in their grapes, beyond just measuring Brix, TA, and pH.
We can discuss wine nutrients, additives, and adjustments while we troubleshoot any
challenges we may encounter.
We all know it takes a lot of beer to make great wine, so I will always have a keg on tap
(currently a Blood Orange Hefeweizen) and each person attending can bring some food to
share. If we have just 4 people each week, we are sure to get at least 5 opinions on the best
way to do something. And who knows, maybe we’ll all up our game this year.

Let’s do the first one on September 8th. Best way to reach me is by text 805-264-0611. So let
me know if you’re coming.
Cheers,
FreddyC

Website
Our Member Photo Gallery is continuing to grow. You can now see pictures from our most
recent events in the members section of our website. http://www.cchva.org/photo-gallery.html
Please submit jpg files and include a caption for each image to: mmoseley327@gmail.com.
We also have a number of items for sale or trade listed by members on the website under the
Buy*Sell*Trade Tab on our website. Just looking this morning, I see carboys listed as well as a
number of cases of the ever popular Bordeaux Bottles in various colors including Flint. Get
them before they are gone!

Coming Events at a Glance!
Mark your calendars for the following events. As of this date, here is what we!re working on.

Date

Event

September 1st

All Grape Co-op orders must be turned in and paid

Every Thursday

Q&A at Carbone’s starting Sept. 8th.

September/October

Grapes are coming in, no events planned.

November 6th

End of Crush Celebration at Lucido’s Home

Your Club Board and Committee Chair persons for 2022!
Want to volunteer? Give Jennifer a call!

Contacts

* = Board Member

(Save this information as it will not be posted on the website)

We are an all-volunteer organiza on. Join us and have some fun!
Jennifer Jeffries*

Jshutz96@yahoo.com

Vice President

Fred Carbone*

drfredcarbone@msn.com

Secretary
Treasurer

Arthur George*
Chris Mertz *

artlgeorge@gmail.com
merzce@gmail.com

ti

President

ASSIGNMENTS / COMMITTEES
Communications

Fred Carbone *

drfredcarbone@msn.com

Equipment

Jim Ford*

pjford412@verizon.net

Supplies (corks)

Mark Plassard

dilplass@aol.com

Website

Melissa Mosely *

mmoseley327@gmail.com

Grape Co-op

Jim Ford*

pjford412@verizon.net

Wine Seminars

Aaron Farley

farleyaaron38@gmail.com

Fairpark/Judging Coordinator

John Larson *

chemdem@sbcglobal.net

New Members

Melissa Mosely *

Mmoseley327@gmail.com

Events/Picnics
Board Member

Claire Shoemaker
*
Paul Klock *

Decshoe1@gmail.com
tictocfive@gmail.com

Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

Cheryl Decker *
Justin Redmond *
Carmen Smyth *
Vern Veglia *

tricrzy@gmail.com
justinredmond3@yahoo.com
carmensmyth@yahoo.com
vpveglia@gmail.com

Summer Picnic Los Alamos Park, August 2022
“Wine, Food and Friends, can’t get better than that!”"

